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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blight et al (US 
Patent No 6785542 Bl) in view of Helot (US Patent No 6309230 B2) and Moreland (US patent 
No 6000807). 

Regarding claims 1-2, 7-12, Blight et al discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6) comprising: at 
least one device and communicating with a network (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 20; col. 6, lines 
52-58); and a wireless transceiver base adapted to communicate with the device via a wireless 
data transfer protocol to enable communication between the circuitry of the device and 
network(col. 7, lines 35-46; col. 8, line 45- col. 9, line 47; col. 12, lines 15-65). 

However, Blight et al does not specifically disclose the feature of a wall switch device 
sized and arranged to be fastened directly to a wall switch jimction box and including circuitry 
for communicating with a network. 

On the other hand, Helot, fi-om the same field of endeavor, discloses a docking station 
that includes mechanisms to accommodate multiple devices simultaneously. The docking station 
facilitates a communication link between the handheld device and the notebook computer when 
the two devices are docked to the docking station. The commimication link allows transmission 
and synchronization of data between the handheld device and the notebook computer. The 
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docking station also includes a docking cradle that can accommodate the handheld device. The 
docking cradle may include a power cord that is connected to a power supply, e.g., a wall socket, 
to provide power to recharge the batteries of the handheld device (col. 2, lines 14-62;col. 3, line 
40- col. 4, line 4; col. 4, line 43- col. 5, line 36). Furthermore, the docking station is composed of 
two separate modules, a primary docking module 58 and a supplemental docking module 60. The 
primary docking module also includes the docking connector 21 and the connectors 22-30 and 
has the surfaces 18 and 20, so that the notebook computer can dock with the primary docking 
module (figs. 1, 8 and 9; col. 6, line 23- col. 7, line 10), 

Moreland also discloses a wall mounted cover plate conceals an electrical circuit capable 
of sensing the field provided by a covered switch or electrical socket circuit. When power is lost 
at the wall circuit the electrical circuit senses the lost of power and activates one or more LEDs 
to provide emergency illumination (col. 2, lines 55-67; col. 3, line 55-col. 4, line 32). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to apply the technique of Moreland t to the modified system of Helot and Blight in order to 
provide a circuit within a switch plate that is mounted over a switch box by the typical screw-on 
method used for common switch plates. 

Regarding claim 3, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the network includes Intemet (col. 7, lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 4, BHght et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6): comprising 
a server that communicates with the switch device using the wireless transceiver base (col. 7, 
lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 41-62). 
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Regarding claim 5, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6): fiirther 
comprising a gateway that is connected to the server and allows communication between the wall 
switch device and the server using the wireless transceiver base (col. 15, line 27-54; col. 16, lines 
5-32). 

Regarding claim 6, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is IEEE 802.1 lb wireless conmiunication standard (col. 13, 
lines 11-41; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claim 13, BUght et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the portable electronic device is a personal digital assistant (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, 
lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claims 14-15, 17, 22-27, BUght et al discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6) 
comprising: at least one device and communicating with a network (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 
20; col. 6, lines 52-58); and the device including a data transceiver to receive and transfer data 
via the power wires to the network (col. 7, lines 35-46; col. 8, line 45- col. 9, line 47; col. 12, 
lines 15-65). 

However, Blight et al does not specifically disclose the feature of a power input coupled 
to the wall switch device, the power input connected to power wires, the power wires enabling 
communication between the wall switch device and the network; the wall switch device sized 
and arranged to be fastened directly to a wall junction box, wherein the network includes other 
wall switch devices. 

On the other hand, Helot, fi^om the same field of endeavor, discloses a docking station 
that includes mechanisms to acconunodate multiple devices simultaneously. The docking station 
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facilitates a communication link between the handheld device and the notebook computer when 
the two devices are docked to the docking station. The communication link allows transmission 
and synchronization of data between the handheld device and the notebook computer. The 
docking station also includes a docking cradle that can accommodate the handheld device. The 
docking cradle may include a power cord that is connected to a power supply, e.g., a wall socket, 
to provide power to recharge the batteries of the handheld device (col. 2, lines 14-62;col. 3, line 
40- col. 4, line 4; col. 4, line 43- col. 5, line 36). Furthermore, the docking station is composed of 
two separate modules, a primary docking module 58 and a supplemental docking module 60. The 
primary docking module also includes the docking connector 21 and the connectors 22-30 and 
has the surfaces 18 and 20, so that the notebook computer can dock with the primary docking 
module (figs. 1, 8 and 9; col. 6, line 23- col. 7, line 10). 

Moreland also discloses a wall mounted cover plate conceals an electrical circuit capable 
of sensing the field provided by a covered switch or electrical socket circuit. When power is lost 
at the wall circuit the electrical circuit senses the lost of power and activates one or more LEDs 
to provide emergency illumination (col. 2, Hnes 55-67; col. 3, line 55-col. 4, line 32). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to apply the technique of Moreland t to the modified system of Helot and Blight in order to 
provide a circuit within a switch plate that is mounted over a switch box by the typical screw-on 
method used for common switch plates. 

Regarding claim 16, BUght et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the network includes hitemet (col. 7, lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 60-67). 
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Regarding claim 18, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6): fiirther 
comprising a server that communicates with the wall switch device using the wireless transceiver 
base (col. 7, Imes 36-46; col. 8, lines 41-62). 

Regarding claim 19, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6): fiulher 
comprising a gateway that is connected to the server and allows communication between the wall 
switch device and the server using the wireless transceiver base (col. 15, Une 27-54; col. 16, lines 
5-32). 

Regarding claim 20, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is IEEE 802.1 lb wireless communicafion standard (col. 13, 
lines 11-41; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claim 21, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is Bluetooth (col. 13, lines 10-65; col. 14, lines 9-67). 

Regarding claim 28, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the portable electronic device is a personal digital assistant (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col 7, 
lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claims 29-30, 36-41, BUght et al discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6) 
comprising: at least one device and communicating with a network (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 
20; col. 6, lines 52-58); and a wireless transceiver base adapted to communicate with the power 
outlet via a wireless data transfer protocol (col. 7, lines 35-46; col. 8, line 45- col. 9, line 47; col. 
12, lines 15-65). 
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However, Blight et al does not specifically disclose the feature of a power outlet device 
sized and arranged to be fastened to a power outlet jimction box and including circuitry for 
communicating with a network, and the network also includes plural power outlet devices. 

On the other hand, Helot, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a docking station 
that includes mechanisms to accommodate multiple devices simultaneously. The docking station 
facilitates a communication link between the handheld device and the notebook computer when 
the two devices are docked to the docking station. The communication link allows transmission 
and synchronization of data between the handheld device and the notebook computer. The 
docking station also includes a docking cradle that can accommodate the handheld device. The 
docking cradle may include a power cord that is connected to a power supply, e.g., a wall socket, 
to provide power to recharge the batteries of the handheld device (col. 2, lines 14-62;col. 3, line 
40- col. 4, line 4; col. 4, line 43- col. 5, line 36). Furthermore, the docking station is composed of 
two separate modules, a primary docking module 58 and a supplemental docking module 60. The 
primary docking module also includes the docking connector 21 and the connectors 22-30 and 
has the surfaces 18 and 20, so that the notebook computer can dock with the primary docking 
module (figs. 1, 8 and 9; col. 6, line 23- col 7, line 10). 

Moreland also discloses a wall mounted cover plate conceals an electrical circuit capable 
of sensing the field provided by a covered switch or electrical socket circuit. When power is lost 
at the wall circuit the electrical circuit senses the lost of power and activates one or more LEDs 
to provide emergency illumination (col. 2, lines 55-67; col. 3, line 55-col. 4, line 32). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to apply the technique of Moreland t to the modified system of Helot and Blight in order to 
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provide a circuit within a switch plate that is mounted over a switch box by the typical screw-on 
method used for common switch plates. 

Regarding claim 31, BHght et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the network includes Internet (col. 7, lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 32, Blight et al as modified discloses a system fiirther comprising a 
server that communicates with the power outlet device using the wireless transceiver base (col. 7, 
lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 41-62). 

Regarding claim 33, BHght et al as modified discloses a system fiirther comprising a 
gateway that is connected to the server and allows communication between the power outlet 
device and the server using the wireless transceiver base (col. 15, line 27-54; col. 16, lines 5-32). 

Regarding claim 34, Blight et al as modified discloses a system, wherein the wireless data 
transfer protocol is IEEE 802.11b wireless communication standard (col. 13, lines 11-41; col. 8, 
lines 45-62). 

Regarding claim 35, Blight et al as modified discloses a system, wherein the wireless data 
transfer protocol is Bluetooth™ (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 45- 
62). 

Regarding claim 42, Blight et al as modified discloses a system, wherein the portable 
electronic device is a personal digital assistant (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, lines 36-46; 
col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claims 43-44, 51-56, 86, 96, Blight et al discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6) 
comprising: at least one device and communicating with a network (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 
20; col. 6, lines 52-58); each device including a data transceiver to receive and transfer data via 
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the power wires to the network (col. 7, lines 35-46; col. 8, line 45- col. 9, line 47; col. 12, lines 
15-65). 

However, Blight et al does not specifically disclose the feature of power outlet device 
fastened over a power outlet module and communicating with a network; a power input coupled 
to the power outlet device, the power input connected to power wires, the power wires enabling 
communication between the power outlet device and the network; wherein the network includes 
other power outlet devices. 

On the other hand, Helot, fi-om the same field of endeavor, discloses a docking station 
that includes mechanisms to accommodate multiple devices simultaneously. The docking station 
facilitates a communication link between the handheld device and the notebook computer when 
the two devices are docked to the docking station. The communication link allows transmission 
and synchronization of data between the handheld device and the notebook computer. The 
docking station also includes a docking cradle that can accommodate the handheld device. The 
docking cradle may include a power cord that is connected to a power supply, e.g., a wall socket, 
to provide power to recharge the batteries of the handheld device (col. 2, lines 14-62;col. 3, line 
40- col. 4, line 4; col. 4, line 43- col. 5, line 36). Furthermore, the docking station is composed of 
two separate modules, a primary docking module 58 and a supplemental docking module 60. The 
primary docking module also includes the docking connector 21 and the connectors 22-30 and 
has the surfaces 18 and 20, so that the notebook computer can dock with the primary docking 
module (figs. 1, 8 and 9; col. 6, line 23- col. 7, line 10). 

Moreland also discloses a wall mounted cover plate conceals an electrical circuit capable 
of sensing the field provided by a covered switch or electrical socket circuit. When power is lost 
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at the wall circuit the electrical circuit senses the lost of power and activates one or more LEDs 
to provide emergency illumination (col. 2, lines 55-67; col 3, line 55-col. 4, line 32). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to apply the technique of Moreland t to the modified system of Helot and Blight in order to 
provide a circuit within a switch plate that is mounted over a switch box by the typical screw-on 
method used for common switch plates. 

Regarding claim 45, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the network includes Intemet (col. 7, lines 36-46; col 8, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 46, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6): further 
comprising a wireless transceiver base to enable communication between the power outlet device 
and the network via a wireless data transfer protocol col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, lines 36- 
46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claim 47, BUght et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6): further 
comprising a server that communicates with the power outlet device using the wireless 
transceiver base (col. 7, lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 41-62). 

Regarding claim 48, BUght et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6): further 
comprising a gateway that is connected to the server and allows conmiunication between the 
power outlet device and the server using the wireless transceiver base (col. 15, line 27-54; col. 
16, lines 5-32). 

Regarding claim 49, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is IEEE 802. 1 lb wireless communication standard (col. 13, 
lines 11-41; col. 8, lines 45-62). 
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Regarding claim 50, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is BluetoothTH (coL 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, lines 36- 
46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claim 57, Blight et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the portable electronic device is a personal digital assistant (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, 
lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claim 97, Blight et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the network is Internet (col. 7, lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 88, Blight et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is IEEE 802.1 lb wireless communication standard (col. 13, 
lines 1 1-41; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Claims 89-94 are similar in scope to claims 14, 29, , 39, 43, and therefore are rejected 
under a similar rationale. 

Regarding claim 95, BHght et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the portable electronic device is a personal digital assistant (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, 
lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Claims 100-105, 107 are similar in scope to claims 14, 29, , 39, 43, and therefore are 
rejected under a similar rationale. 

Claim 87 contains similar limitations addressed in claim 15, and therefore is rejected 
under a similar rationale. 
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Regarding claims 98, Blight et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is IEEE 802.1 lb wireless communication standard (col. 13, 
lines 11-41; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claim 99, Blight et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1 and 6), wherein 
the wireless data transfer protocol is Bluetooth™ (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; col. 7, lines 36- 
46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Regarding claims 106 and 95, BUght et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1 and 6), 
wherein the portable electronic device is a personal digital assistant (col. 5, line 49- col. 6, line 3; 
col. 7, lines 36-46; col. 8, lines 45-62). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-57, 86-107 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory acfion. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marceau Milord whose telephone number is 571-272-7853. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian C. Chin can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MARCEAU MILORD Marceau Milord 



Primary Examiner 
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